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Notes from the North American Housing and HIV/AIDS Research Summit IV

In June, Svein Jorgensen and Floyd Cuevas travelled to Washington DC to attend this important con-
ference, the theme of which was Mobilizing Knowledge: Housing is HIV Prevention and Care. Over
the course of three days, the presentations explored the relationship between housing status and health
outcomes for people living with and those at risk for HIV/AIDS leading to improved public health
policy and services.

At the summit, the main presenter was the Ontario HIV Treatment Network (OHTN) whose mandate
is to provide leadership and advance policy for the treatment and care of persons living with HIV in
Ontario, Canada. A non profit funded by the AIDS Bureau, Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-
Term Care, they serve as a network which develops partnerships with community-based AIDS service
organizations and researchers from universities and hospitals and continues to be a great model for
service providers in the US.

This year, presentations included housing as a factor in HIV prevention as well as a plenary session
focused on unique barriers to HIV prevention and care faced specifically by women. Another impor-
tant presentation was given regarding human rights associated with HI'V travel and immigration, an
issue that has been previously highlighted on the Praxis blog.

The National AIDS Housing Coalition has been sponsoring this event since its first Summit in June
2005 and is now considered the preeminent conference on HIV/AIDS housing policy in North Amer-
ica.

The Story of My Success Part 11

Now we shall enter into part two of my success story at Praxis. ~ The thing that I like most about Mr. Padilla is the fact that he
My next encounter was with Mr. Allan Padilla (Caseworker). participates in our groups and lets the clients run them. He al-
Similar to Ms. Daniels, Mr. Padilla was very patient and passion- ways says that he learns just as much from us that we learn from
ate about helping clients seek knowledge as well as gain success him. It was in one of his dynamic sessions that I heard about the
here in Praxis. Allan’s discussion groups provided a wealth of Workforce Development Program and it was also in his group
knowledge for all that attended on various topics such as life where I first heard the name Mr. Charles Lewis. Little did |
skills, seeking and maintaining recovery, managing money and  know about the tremendous impact that Mr. Lewis would have

treatment adherence.

on my life.
Part IIT coming next, the rebirth...

Part I of Ralph’s story can be found on the Praxis Blog. Ralph
Green is a Praxis Peer Educator and Guest Blogger.

Praxis Announces New CEO

Pictured: Svein Jorgensen

Praxis is pleased to announce that Svein Jorgen-  Praxis-owned site for transitional housing.

sen has been named Praxis CEO by the Board of Recently Praxis was awarded the NY/NY III

Directors. grant by the New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene for permanent sup-

“The Board of Directors felt it was important to ~ portive housing. Mr. Jorgensen has been leading

promote from within as this is a key value for the the effort to identify land and develop a 40-unit

agency. Svein has been an integral, essential part building which will be the first Praxis-owned

of Praxis for the past twelve years. His proven  permanent supportive housing site.

dedication to our clients and staff made him the

ideal person to take on the role of CEO,” said

Praxis Chairperson Steve Warren.

Mr. Jorgensen is currently spearheading the pur-
chase of the Lincoln Hotel in Brooklyn, the first



Another Praxis Success Story...

Pictured: Ramon Valasquez

Y ou might recognize Ramon Valasquez if
you’ve ever attended a Praxis event. Or you
might recognize him from our website as he’s
been featured in several of our videos.
Ramon was a Praxis client who has continued
to exceed society’s expectations.

Ramon came to Praxis after spending 17 years
in prison. During this time, Ramon began
peer educating. “I wasn’t arrested, | was res-
cued,” Ramon likes to say. Through the
prison PACE program, Ramon helped fellow
inmates with their discharge planning, locat-
ing programs, and references to HASA.

When he was released in June 2007, Ramon
was himself referred to a Praxis facility by
HASA. While living at Praxis, Ramon con-
tinued to help those in similar situations. He
was active in recruiting people for the Mas-
sage Therapy Program, and was a key volun-
teer in the voter registration drive at Praxis.

Ramon can tell you every significant date in
his life- from the day he arrived at Praxis, to
the day he got his own apartment, 20 Novem-
ber 2007, 2 days before Thanksgiving. He’s
been in the same apartment for nearly three
years now and is Chairman of the Advisory
Board of his residence, a

supportive housing/

independent living facility

located in Brooklyn.

“A lot of people are scared to change. It took
me 14 years to change my life.” Ramon has
been sober for 19 years now. Initially diag-
nosed with HIV in 1984 and homeless, it took
him until 1990 to get sober and to start getting
healthy. Ramon personally knows the impor-
tance of treatment adherence. His own
brother died from not maintaining his drug
regimen. “It’s important to take them the
right way. If you stop taking them, it’s like
playing Russian roulette.” Ramon has been
HIV+ for 25 years.

Now, Ramon is working with Praxis as a
Treatment Adherence Program Peer Educator
at the St. Nicholas. “I want to stay with
Praxis for what they did for me. I took from
society and I want to give back.” As a Peer
Educator, Ramon helps clients obtain identifi-
cation documents, educates them on their
HASA rights, escorts clients to appointments,
and advocates for clients. “If you can help
one person, that’s a good goal.” Ramon
knocks on the doors of rooms and encourages
residents to take an active role in changing
their lives. “One guy usually shoves people
away, but the way I approach people, it made
him sign up. It’s important to listen, I don’t
take it personally.” Ramon vows to continue
helping people till the day he dies.

Praxis on the Web

Praxis is making its presence known on the internet. Not only is the blog updated regularly, but we’ve also set
up a Facebook group, which you can find through a link at www.praxishousing.org. To contribute to the blog
or even just post a photo, contact Manager of Communications, Inga Hyatt at ihyatt@praxishousing.org.

Brooklyn HIV Care Network

The Brooklyn HIV Care Network is having a General
Meeting on Thursday, 23 July from 11:00am - 02:00pm.
The meeting will be held in the Central Brooklyn Public
Library located at 10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, NY
11238. Lunch will be served from 11:00am - 12:00pm.
To confirm your attendance, please contact Dana Burnett,
Program Assistant at (718) 613-8138 or email
dana.burnett@nychhc.org.

Thanks to Praxis resident/blog contributor Ian for the tip!




	July 2009 ISSUE 20

	PRAXIS



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



